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between the layers* Then the whole mass was frozen hard and
used for sledge-runners. When, in the spring the sledges melted
the skins served as dog food and the stuffing as food for the
men.

From a tribe who lived near the Xorth Magnetic Pole
Rasmussen was able to exchange trade-goods for a valuable
collection of amulets, or charms, without which no Eskimo is
complete. One girl, who greatly desired some beads, handed
over a little skin bag with all her charms ai:d explained them.
There was a swan's beak, so that she might have a man-child;
the head and foot of a ptarmigan, so that he might have speed
and endurance when hunting caribou; a bear's tooth for
powerful jaws; an ermine-skin for agility; and other evil-
smelling but magic odds and ends.

Rasmussen next visited the tribes of the Great Fish River,
and thence went to King William's Land, where he hoped to
meet one of his Eskimos, who had been sent off to fetch more
supplies. The whole of July was spent in excavating the ruins
of an ancient settlement, but the expected supplies did not
arrive. Ammunition began to run short; all the tea, sugar,
and tobacco had gone. There was still plenty of meat, however,
and the coast natives were expert salmon fishers. By the end
of August Rasmussen began to think that his emissary must
have been killed off by hostile natives, and now that winter
was close at hand he was seriously worried by the lack of am-
munition and matches. At last, on September 3, the Eskimo
returned in a kayak. He had brought no supplies, because the
trading-station at Kent Peninsula had sold out. Moreover, the
natives en route had been hostile so that he had been lucky
to escape with his life.

This bad news made it appear impossible to continue the
journey to Alaska; but on September 21 there was a sudden
commotion in the camp. All the men and women came
pouring out of the tents, and a great cry of wonder went up.
Rasmussen, gazing out to sea, could hardly believe his eyes,
for he saw a ship under full sail, making straight for the Eskimo
settlement. The Eskimos had never seen a ship before, and
were greatly excited. The vessel proved to be a small yacht
which had been sent to establish a trading-station in King